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news sources replaced by cable and 
internet algorithms calculated to in-
flame our prejudices. 

Less unanimous are the predictions 
of where this division will lead. Even 
so, no one suggests that it will lead to 
a better future. Some envision an econ-
omy buffeted by policies drafted by the 
extreme wings of the political parties. 
Others claim that authoritarianism 
will replace democracy. Some antici-
pate social unrest and violence. A few 
even predict civil war. Still others fear 
that a weakened America will become 
vulnerable to an opportunistic foreign 
foe. 

We instinctively know that the grow-
ing division represents a growing dan-
ger. Academics and pundits may pro-
mote cures, but in our hearts, we know 
that their bromides won’t heal the rift. 
People aren’t going to return to main-
stream media, churches aren’t going to 
experience a resurgence, and income 
inequality will remain a persistent fea-
ture of the global digital economy. 

Throughout history, only one thing 
has been able to unite a divided nation: 
great leaders—leaders like Churchill 
who inspired a fearful nation; leaders 
like Lincoln who mustered the na-
tional will to save the Union; and lead-
ers like Reagan who raised our spirits 
from suffocating malaise. Leaders like 
these also have been essential in our 
churches and universities and busi-
nesses and charities, and just as impor-
tantly, in our homes. 

With our Nation so divided, so vul-
nerable to economic distress or to civil 
violence or even to foreign adversaries, 
the need for leadership that unites and 
uplifts, that calls on our better angels, 
is as great as we have ever known. The 
corollary is that the failure of leaders 
to unite, to speak truth, to place duty 
above self, is as dangerous as we have 
ever known. 

With the country as divided as it as-
suredly is, a person in a position of 
leadership who inflames passions with 
the purpose of perpetuating untruth 
commits a singularly dangerous sin 
against the Republic. 

We Senator-jurors did not all vote in 
the same way in this impeachment 
trial. Differences in perception of the 
facts that were presented are to be ex-
pected. So, too, are the differences in 
our respective estimations of the im-
pact of the outcome of the trial. People 
of conscience reached different conclu-
sions. National unity does not require 
unanimity of opinion. 

But civic unity does require truth. 
There is one untruth that divides the 
Nation today like none other: it is that 
the election was stolen, that there was 
a massive conspiracy, more secret and 
widespread than any in human history, 
so brilliant in execution that no evi-
dence can be found of it and no ob-
server among the tens of thousands in 
our intelligence agencies will speak of 
it. 

That lie brought our Nation to a dark 
and dangerous place. Invented and dis-
seminated by the President, it poisoned 
our politics and our public discourse. 

Like you, I hear many calls for 
unity. It is apparent that calling for 
unity while at the same time appeasing 
the big lie of a stolen election is a 
fraud. It is the lie that caused the divi-
sion. It is in the service of that lie that 
a mob invaded the Capitol on January 
6. 

Now that the impeachment trial is 
behind us, it falls to each of us to af-
firm what we all know: President Biden 
won the election through the legiti-
mate vote of the American people. The 
division in America will only begin to 
heal in the light of this truth, a truth 
which must now be affirmed by each of 
us in this Chamber. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING DR. SEAN MCCAGH 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Sean McCagh, a 
Marylander whom we should all emu-
late for his selflessness and passion for 
helping others. Sean touched the 
hearts and lives of his family, friends, 
coworkers, patients, and the entire 
community of Allegany County in the 
western part of my State. Sadly, Sean 
was taken far too soon from his family 
and the many neighbors who cared so 
deeply for him due to complications of 
COVID–19. He leaves behind his wife, 
Terri, and three sons, Mike, Cory, and 
Casey. 

Sean was born and raised in Cum-
berland, MD. He graduated from Bishop 
Walsh High School and completed his 
undergraduate studies at Mount St. 
Mary’s University. He earned his med-
ical degree from Georgetown Univer-
sity School of Medicine and completed 
his dermatology residency at the Uni-
versity of West Virginia. He returned 
to the hometown he loved so well and 
joined his brother Mike’s dermatology 
practice in 1996. 

Sean was a man of vision who was 
never one to sit idly by. He volunteered 
his time as the athletic physician for 
Allegany High School for several years 
and later established a community 
fundraiser known as the Hooley Plunge 
to support the ice rink at the local 
YMCA. When the YMCA closed the ice 
rink, Sean redirected his efforts to an-
other cause close to his heart, people 
with developmental disabilities. With 
Sean as its champion for 17 years, the 
Hooley Plunge has raised more than 
$1.5 million to support the Special 
Olympics of Allegany County and other 
local programs that serve individuals 
with development disabilities. It has 
become the largest single-day fund-
raising event in Allegany County, with 
hundreds of brave souls running into 
the freezing waters of Rocky Gap State 
Park’s Lake Habeeb in return for dona-
tions. 

A few years ago, Sean received the 
Community Service Award from the 
Allegany County Chamber of Com-
merce, one of numerous entities to rec-
ognize his unwavering commitment to 

the greater good. Sean’s sister, Erin 
McCagh Morrissey, has fittingly called 
him Cumberland’s George Bailey, refer-
ring to the community-minded banker 
James Stewart played in the classic 
movie, ‘‘It’s a Wonderful Life.’’ 

While Sean loved his job as a der-
matologist and was passionate about 
helping others, he also loved being a 
cattle farmer. When his middle son, 
Cory, graduated from college, Sean en-
couraged him to follow his dream to 
start a brewery. With Cory’s vision and 
Sean’s support and investment, they 
christened the 200-year-old barn on the 
family’s farm as the ‘‘1812 Brewery,’’ 
which set the stage for a growing and 
mutually supportive family of small 
brewers to attract tourists and en-
hance the lives of local residents. 

While the people of Allegany County 
grieve the sudden, stunning loss of a 
cherished husband, father, friend, doc-
tor, businessman, and community lead-
er, I ask my Senate colleagues to join 
me in remembering and honoring the 
life of Dr. Sean McCagh who, through 
his service and love for people, has left 
his community a better place.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BIRGIT KLOHS 
∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor a lifelong leader of West 
Michigan’s economic development 
community, Birgit Klohs, president 
and CEO of The Right Place in Grand 
Rapids, MI. Ms. Klohs has made an im-
mense impact on western Michigan 
over the past 33 years and has helped 
reshape the region and State’s future. 

Born in West Germany, Ms. Klohs 
left her home country to attend West-
ern Michigan University in Kalamazoo, 
where she graduated with a bachelors 
of business administration in finance. 
While going to school full time, she 
began her economic development ca-
reer in service to the Berrien County 
Economic Development Corporation as 
an industrial consultant and then even-
tually moved to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Commerce where she served as 
an account executive focusing on west-
ern Michigan. 

Later, as assistant director of the Of-
fice for Economic Expansion at Grand 
Valley State University, Ms. Klohs was 
asked to join the region’s first-ever Eu-
ropean foreign investment mission in 
conjunction with The Right Place. The 
Right Place, an organization started in 
1985 by Grand Rapids area business ex-
ecutives, was concerned that the region 
was missing out on economic opportu-
nities. That trip involved discussions 
with a German company that 2 years 
later broke ground on a new manufac-
turing plant just north of Grand Rap-
ids, a highlight in Klohs’ career dedi-
cated to keeping and growing jobs in 
the region. 

Mrs. Klohs applied for the director-
ship of The Right Place and began lead-
ing the organization as president and 
CEO in 1987. At that time, The Right 
Place had a small staff serving one 
county; after Ms. Klohs’ dynamic lead-
ership and expertise, it grew into a 
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